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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.

 
Departure of Director
 
On December 31, 2024, Ying Luo, Ph. D. resigned as Chairman and a member of the board of directors (the “Board”) of Gyre Therapeutics, Inc. (the
“Company”), as chair and
a member of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Board (the “Nominating Committee”) and as
Chairman and a member of the board of directors of Gyre Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd. (the “Gyre Pharmaceuticals Board”), the Company’s
majority
indirectly owned subsidiary (“Gyre Pharmaceuticals”), effective immediately, due to his need to focus on other responsibilities at GNI Group Ltd. (TSE:
2160) (“GNI”). Dr. Luo’s decision to resign from the Board was not the result of any
dispute or disagreement with the Company on any matter relating to
the Company’s operations, policies or practices. The Company and the Board extend their gratitude to Dr. Luo for his contributions to the Company.
 
Appointment of Director
 
On January 5, 2025, the Board appointed Ping Zhang as a Class I director of the Company. Mr. Zhang was also appointed as the lead independent director
of the Board and a
member of the Nominating Committee. GNI identified Mr. Zhang for a position on the Board and supports his appointments.
 
Mr. Zhang, aged 51, has served as a Managing Partner of String Capital Management Co., Limited, an investment firm, since 2018. From 2015 to 2018,
Mr. Zhang served as the
Head of Private Equity Investment and Fund of Funds Business at AEON Life Insurance Company, Ltd., a life insurance company.
From 2011 to 2015, he served as a Managing Partner of Japan Asia Investment Co., Ltd., an investment firm. Prior to joining
Japan Asia Investment Co.,
Mr. Zhang served as a Managing Director at AEA Investors LP, a private equity firm, from 2008 to 2010, and as a Managing Director of Mitsubishi UFJ
Securities Co., Ltd., the investment banking arm of the Mitsubishi UFJ
Financial Group, from 2004 to 2008. Mr. Zhang currently serves on the board of
directors of GNI and Asian Star Co (TSE: 8946). Mr. Zhang received his B.S. in Polymer Science from Fudan University and his M.B.A. in Finance from
the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business.
 
In connection with his appointment to the Board, Mr. Zhang will be entitled to receive compensation in accordance with the Company’s non-employee
director compensation
policy as generally described in the Company’s Definitive Proxy Statement filed on April 29, 2024. Mr. Zhang is also entering into
the Company’s standard form of indemnification agreement, a form of which was previously filed as Exhibit 10.3 to the
Company’s Current Report on
Form 8-K filed on October 30, 2023.
 
There are no arrangements or understandings between Mr. Zhang and any other person pursuant to which he was appointed as director of the Company;
there are no family
relationships between Mr. Zhang and any director or executive officer of the Company; and Mr. Zhang is not a party to any transactions
of the type that would require disclosure under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
 
Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.
 
Appointment of Chairman of Gyre Pharmaceuticals Board
 
On January 6, 2025, the Gyre Pharmaceuticals Board appointed Songjiang Ma as the Chairman of the Gyre Pharmaceuticals Board.
 
Press Release
 
A copy of the Company’s press release announcing the foregoing appointment is furnished hereto as Exhibit 99.1.
 
The information in this Item 7.01 (including Exhibit 99.1) shall not be deemed “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
as amended (the
“Exchange Act”), or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that section, nor shall it be deemed incorporated by reference in any filing under
the Securities Act or the Exchange Act, except as expressly set forth by specific reference in such a
filing.
 



Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits. The following exhibits are being furnished herewith:

Exhibit Number   Exhibit Title or Description
     
99.1   Press Release, dated January 6, 2025
     
104   Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
 



SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned
hereunto duly authorized.

  GYRE THERAPEUTICS, INC.
   
Date: January 6, 2025 By: /s/ Ruoyu Chen
  Name: Ruoyu Chen
  Title: Chief Financial Officer



Exhibit 99.1

 
Gyre Therapeutics Announces the Appointment of Ping Zhang to Board of Directors

 
SAN DIEGO, January 6, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) – Gyre Therapeutics (“Gyre”) (Nasdaq: GYRE), a self-sustainable, commercial-stage
biotechnology company with clinical
development programs focusing on a variety of chronic organ diseases, today announced the appointment of Ping
Zhang to its Board of Directors (the “Board”) as the lead independent director of the Board and a member of the Nominating and Corporate
Governance
Committee of the Board. In addition, Ying Luo, Ph.D. resigned as Chairman and a member of the Board of Directors of Gyre and Gyre Pharmaceuticals,
Gyre’s majority indirectly owned subsidiary in the People’s Republic of China (“PRC”), to focus on other responsibilities at GNI Group Ltd. Songjiang Ma
has been appointed Chairman of the Board of Directors of Gyre Pharmaceuticals.
 
Mr. Zhang has served as a Managing Partner of String Capital Management Co., Limited since 2018. Previously he was the Head of Private Equity
Investment and Fund of Funds
Business at AEON Life Insurance Company, Ltd. From 2011 to 2015, he served as a Managing Partner of Japan Asia
Investment Co., Ltd. Prior to joining Japan Asia Investment Co., Mr. Zhang served as a Managing Director at AEA Investors LP and as a
Managing
Director of Mitsubishi UFJ Securities Co., Ltd. Mr. Zhang currently serves on the board of directors of GNI and Asian Star Co (TSE: 8946). He received
his B.S. in Polymer Science from Fudan University and his M.B.A. in Finance from the
University of Chicago Booth School of Business.
 
“As we enter a potentially transformative year for the company, we are excited to welcome Mr. Zhang to our Board, where his deep financial background
will prove to be
invaluable, and I look forward to leveraging his insights,” said Han Ying, Ph.D., CEO of Gyre Therapeutics. “I would also like to thank Dr.
Luo for his leadership and contributions as Chairman of the Board. We wish him all the best in his future
endeavors.”
 
About Gyre Therapeutics
 
Gyre Therapeutics is a biopharmaceutical company headquartered in San Diego, CA, with a primary focus on the development and
commercialization of
F351 (Hydronidone) for the treatment of MASH-associated fibrosis in the U.S. Gyre’s development strategy for F351 in MASH is based on the company's
experience in MASH rodent model mechanistic studies and CHB-induced liver
fibrosis clinical studies. Gyre is also advancing a diverse pipeline in the
PRC through its indirect controlling interest in Gyre Pharmaceuticals, including ETUARY therapeutic expansions, F573, F528, and F230.
 



About Gyre Pharmaceuticals
 
Gyre Pharmaceuticals is a commercial-stage biopharmaceutical company committed to the research, development, manufacturing and
commercialization of
innovative drugs for organ fibrosis. Its flagship product, ETUARY® (Pirfenidone capsule), was the first approved treatment for IPF in the PRC in 2011 and
has maintained a prominent market share (2023 net sales of $112.1
million). In addition, Gyre Pharmaceuticals is evaluating F351 in a Phase 3 clinical trial
in CHB-associated liver fibrosis in the PRC, which is expected to readout topline data by early 2025. F351 received Breakthrough Therapy designation by
the
NMPA Center for Drug Evaluation in March 2021. Gyre Pharmaceuticals is also developing treatments for COPD, PAH and ALF/ACLF. In October
2023, Gyre Therapeutics acquired an indirect majority interest in Gyre Pharmaceuticals (also known as Beijing
Continent Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd.).
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